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of	 students	 increases	 as	 they	 progress	 from	 early	 to	 late	 adolescence	 (Daly	 et	 al.,	 2009).	 It	 should	 be	 noted,	
however,	 that	 early	 adolescence	 can	also	be	a	 time	when	 some	students	become	 far	more	positive	about	 their	
learning.	Exposure	to	a	more	diverse	curriculum	which	is	delivered	in	specialist	facilities	by	specialist	teachers	in	the	
high	school	setting	may	serve	to	enhance	the	learning	of	some	students.	The	high	school	environment	is	important,	






























































In	 response	 to	 middle	 schooling	 agenda	 and	 half-cohort	 issue,	 the	 Catholic	 Education	 Office	 of	 WA	 (CEOWA),	








its	 intention	 to	 commence	 the	 transition.	 The	 decision	was	made	 to	 organise	Catholic	 education	 predominantly	
around	primary	schools	from	kindergarten	to	year	six	and	secondary	schools	from	year	seven	to	year	12.	In	the	first	
instance,	the	CEOWA	supported	schools	by	offering	advice	around	capital	 infrastructure	and	design,	professional	














primary	 school.	 The	Western	Australian	 Primary	 Principals’	 Association	 (WAPPA)	 also	 produced	 a	 position	 paper	
on	 the	 issue	(2006)	and	opposed	 the	move	of	Year	Sevens	 to	secondary	settings	“in	 the	absence	of	convincing	
educational	rationales”	(p.	2).
Contrary	 to	 WACSSO	 and	 WAPPA’s	 position,	 the	 Western	 Australian	 Secondary	 School	 Executives	 Association	
(WASSEA,	a	government	school	Association)	supported	the	move	of	Year	Seven	students	to	government	secondary	
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Participating Schools and the Transition Process








SCHOOL TEACHERS STUDENTS PARENTS
A 2 43 39
B 46 190 109
C 6 33 36
D 15 33 41
E 13 156 49
F 4 51 60
TOTAL 86 506 334






The Transition Process in the Participating Schools











Number	of	Year	7s 43 190 120 33 156 51
Middle	School/	Traditional	
model Traditional Traditional Middle Traditional Middle Middle
Induction	Day	 
(one	day	prior	to	term	1) YES YES YES YES YES YES
Orientation	Day	 
















(core	subjects) Primary Secondary Mix Secondary Primary Primary










Peer	Support	Program NO YES NO NO NO YES
Parent	Information	Nights	 
(previous	year) YES YES YES YES YES YES
Pastoral	care	group	
organisation Horizontal Horizontal Horizontal Horizontal Horizontal Horizontal
Separate	Year	7	building NO NO YES NO YES YES
Academic	Testing	 YES YES YES YES YES YES
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Hawkes	(2001)	makes	the	following	observation,	“Two	of	the	strongest	impulses	in	a	boy	are	to	belong	to	the	tribe	
and	to	grow	up.	Both	of	these	impulses	can	be	satisfied	in	part,	by	a	boy	going	through	an	initiation	ceremony”	
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schools.	 Senior	 students	were	 involved	 at	 each	 of	 the	 induction	 days	 and	 provided	 an	 opportunity	 for	 the	 new	
students	to	learn	about	their	new	school.
Third,	pre-enrolment	opportunities	to	experience	both	the	academic	program	and	the	culture	of	the	school	need	




Fourth,	 the	 place	 and	 timing	 of	 academic	 testing	 needs	 to	 be	 carefully	 considered	 as	 this	 has	 the	 potential	 to	
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